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An Environmental Assessment (EA) has been eonpleted for Federal Coal Lease
Application UTU-68082 (Crandall Canyon Tract) on the Price and Ferron Ranger
Distr icts of the Mantl-La Sal Nat ional Forest.  The EA was compLeted as a Joint
effort by the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management. It identifles
several leasing alternatives including the No Action Alternative and the
expected impacts for each al ternat ive.

As required under the Federal Coal Leasing Amendments Act of L976, the Bureau of
Land Management must obtain consent from Che surface management agency' in this
case the Forest Service, to lease Federal  coal reserves. Based on the
infornation presented in the EA, a Proposed Finding of No Significant ftnpact
(Proposed FONSI) that ident i f ies the Regional Forester 's preferred al ternat ive
is  enc losed.

The EA and Proposed FONSI are available for review and comment prior to a final
decision. Copies of the EA are avai lable through the Forest Supervisorrs Off ice
of che Manti-La Sal Nat ional Forest in Price, UEah. Comments must be subnit ted
to George Morr is,  Manti-La Sal Nat ional Forest,  599 tr{est Pr ice River Drive,
Price, Utah 84501 by the close of business on Oetober 1-4, 1993. For addit ional
inforrnation contact !ilalt Nowak or Carter Reed at (S0l-) 637'28L7. Comments will
be considered in making the f inal  decision.

The predecisional review of Environmental Assessments is a new procedure
implenented in the Internountain Region. The purpose is to keep interested
parties, such as yourself, lnforned of our actions and to ask your help in
making decisions in regard to management of the Natlonal- Forests.

S incere ly ,

/s/ Aaron L. Howe

for
GEORGE A. MORRIS
Forest Supervisor

Enclosure
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PROPOSED
FINDIIIC OF NO SIGNIPICAIIT IUPACT D$Vf$ISN OF;

_ _ - -.?!L, GA$ & fi4ifrtf F;rGENIIAL COAL COIIPAI{T LEASB APPLICAIION UTU.68O82
CRANDAIJ. CAIIYON TnACT

USDA FOREST SERVTCE, INTER}IOT'NTAIN RBGION
UANTI-IA SAL }IATIOIIAL FOREST

FERROA AND PRTCE RANCER I'ISTts,ICTS

EUERY CottUTY, IItAtr

I have revlewed the Envlronnental Assessmenc (EA) whlch dlscusses the effects
of leasing the crandall canyon Tract (Lease Applicatton uru-68082).
Identlftcation of rny preferred alternatlve recorded ln this proposed FONSI
(Flndtng of No Slgnlflcant Inpact) Ls based on the envlronmental analyses
documented ln the refereneed Envlronmental- Assessnent; the Flnal EnvironmentaL
Inpact Statement, Mantl-La Sal Natlonal Forest (Forest Plan FEIS), 1985; and
Final Envlrorrnental Inpact Staternent for the San Rafael Proposed Resource
Manageroent P1an, 1989. ltre Envlronnental Assessuent for Coal Lease Appllcatlon
Imr-68082, Crandall Canyon Tract ls avatlable through the Forest Supervisor's
offlce of the Mantl-La sal Narlonal Foresr tn prlcel uutr.

9.ry1f_9oa1 Conpany applled to the Bureau of Land Managenent for leasing of
L,974.39 acres under the Lease-on-AppllcatLon process contalned ln Fedeial
Regulatlons 43 cfR 3425 to extend the llfe of thelr exlstl.ng Crandall Canyon
l{l.ne. In response to the appllcation an interagency tean d;ltneated the
Crandall Canyon Tract to be considered for leasing. ll1e traet enconpesses
3'384 aeres of Federal coal on lands adrnlnlstered by the Mantl'La Sa1 National
Forest. It l les dlrectly adJacent (west, north and east) to the approved
pemit area for Genwal Coal Conpany's Crandall Canyon Mlne. Ttre tract would be
accessed from underground worklngs ln the adJacent nlne. Ttre Bureau of Land
Manageraent ln consultatlon wlth Genwal Goal Gonpany has deterillned that new
surface faclllttes would not be requlred to efflcllntly and econonlcally nlne
coal from the tract uslng underground nlnlng methods.

Ttre proposed actlon ls subJect to the following authoritles: Mineral Leaslng
Act of 1920 as anended; Federal CoaI Leaslng Anendrnenrs Acr of L976 (FGIAA)I as
anended; uultlple-Use Sustalned Yleld Aet of 1960; Natlonal Forest Management
Act of 1976 (NruA); Natlonal Envlrorrmenral pollcy Act of 1969 (NEPA); and
Federal Regulatlons 43 cfR 3400. Developuent of the lease, which Ls a separate
pernlttlng action, would be subJect to these actl.ons and the following: Federal
Land Pollcy and Managenent Act of L976 (FIPUA); Surface l{lnlng Control and
Reclarnatlon Act of L977 (SI{CRA); Federal Regularlons 30 CIts 700 ro End (SHCRA
Regulatlons), and the State of Utatr Goal Mlnlng and Reclanatl.on Regulatory
Program.



l{y preferred alternatlve ls Alternative C nhlch involves consentl.ng to leaslng
of that Portlon of the dellneated tract nhlch lles east of the Joes Valley
Fault rlth Forest Service Speclal Sripulatlons and the Stlpulatlon for Lands of
the Natlonal Forest Systen Under Jurlsdlctlon of the Departnent of Agrlculture
ln additlon to standard lease terns (BLt{ Lease Fonn 3400-12). lhat portlon of
the  de l lneated  t racc  wh lch  l ies  wesc  o f  sec t ions  26 ,  35 ,  T .  15s . ,  R .  58 . ,  and
Sectlon 2, T. 16S., R. 6E. would not be lncluded due to the absence of ground
$ater data and the conplexlty of the ground sater systen that Llnlts our
ablllty to predlct nlnlng related lnpacts to the hydrolopr of the Upper Joes
Valley area. Leaslng and nlnLng lnduced subsldence ln that portlon of the
dellneated tract whlch lles slthln the Cendland l{ountaln SPR (Senlprl.nltive
Recreation) Managenent Unlt would be aLloned as provided ln the Forest Plan
because underground rnlnlng would not confllct wlth provldlng a quallty
senlprlnLtlve recreatlon opportunlty. Alternatlve C best Eeets the nanagenent
obJectlves of the Forest Senrlce as outllned ln the Forest Plan and the needs
of the general publtc. It would uake addltlonal Federal coal resenres
avallable for competitlve leasLng, provide an opportunlty co extend the llfe of
the Crandall Canyon Mlne, and would be conslstent nlth Forest Senrice
manageoent goals and prescrtptlons for the area.

I have deternlned that the proposal ls not a oaJor Federal actlon that would
slgnlflcantly affect the quallty of the huuan envl.ronment; therefore, an
Envlronmental Inpact Statenent ts not needed. Ttrls deternlnaclon was made
based on the followlng constdera-tions:

1. Hanagernent and publtc lssues were ldentlfied durlng proJect scoplng.
ProJect scoplng lnvolved publtc notiees of the proposal wlth a comment
perlod as well as Interdlsclpllnary Tean revtews and neetlngs. lhe
preferred alternatlve would adequately address all lssues ldentifled
through proJeet scoplng, and provides for protectlon of resources and
nitigatlon of lnpacts conslstent wlth the Forest Plan.

2. Ttre unsultabillty crlteria for coal nlnlng contalned ln Federal
Regulatlons 43 CFR 3451 were addressed ln the Forest Plan, Forest Plan
FEIS, and the envlronnental analysis for the tract. No areas wlthin
the tract were deternined to be tursuitable for nlning based on the
cr l ter la.

3. ltre potential adverse effects of the proposal can be effectively
nltlgated by the lncluded speclal lease stlpulatlons and
lmplenentatlon of the SMCRA Regulatlons (30 CfR 700 to End) and State
of Utah Federal Coal Hinlng and Reclanatlon Regulatory Progran.

4. Ttre leaslng actlon and antlclpated lease developnent should have no
slgniflcant adverse affect to cultural and paleontological resources,
or floodplalns.

5. Ttrere will be no adverse impacts to prirne or unigue rangelands,
farnlands, or tLnberlands; alluvial valley floors; or wetlands.



6. lhere w111 be no adverse affects to llsted or proposed ltreatened,
Endangered, and Sensltlve plant or aninal specles. ltre Blologlcal
Evaluatlon that docrrments thls concluslon and consultatlon wlth the
U.S. Flsh and l{ t ld l l fe Servlce ls lncluded ln the proJect f l1e.

7. The preferred alternative ls consLstent wLth obJectlves and dlrectlon
of the Manti-La Sal Natlonal Forest Land and Resource Plan, 1986.
Cunulative Lupacts would be consistent wlth proJected Forest Plan
outputs and thresholds.

8. Coal ninlng has been a comnon and lnportant eleoent of the local
economy and culture slnce the late 1800s. the lmpacts of underground
nlning have been observed and oonitored for Eany years and no nett or
unlque nethods of nlnlng are llkely. Ttre effects of the proposed
actLvlty are not llkely to be hlghly controversial.

9. Ttre actlvity ls conststent wlth identifled laws and regulatlons and
would not adversely affect publlc health and safety.

Conpllance with the tenns and condl.tlons of che lease and other adnlnistratlve
actlons assoclated wtth the lease, ln accordance wlth Federal Regulatlons 43
CfR 3400, are the responslblllty of the Bureau of Land Managernent. Ttre revlew,
approval and enforcement of nlnlng operatlons wlthLn the lease are the
responslbtltty of the Departnent of Interior, Offlce of Surface Mlning
Reclamatlon and Enforcenent under Federal Regulatlons 30 CIl, 700 to End. As
requl.red under the Federal Coal Leaslng Amendnents Act of 1975 and the above
regulatl.ons, future acttons related to the lease whlch could affect surface
resourees regul.re eonsultatlon and consent of the Forest Serrlce.

For further infornatlon eontact Walt Nowak or Carter Reed at the Forest
Supervlsor 's Off l .ee, 599 West Price Rlver Drlve, Pr ice, Utah 84501, (801)
637 -28L7 .

Date:
Gray F. Re1molds, RegionaL Forester
USDA Forest Service, Intermountain Reglon


